[Diagnosis of testicular cancer: review of 47 cases].
To improve the diagnostic level of testicular cancer by a retrospective review of 47 cases. The symptoms, signs, imaging studies, tumour markers and histological diagnoses of 47 cases were reviewed. The mass in testes was palpated in all patients. As a useful tool in the diagnosis of testicular cancer, scrotal ultrasonography had a detecting sensitivity over 90%. Though sensitive to retroperitoneal lymph nodes, CT had a certain level of false positive rate. Tumor markers, especially AFP, were significantly useful in the diagnosis and prognosis of testicular cancer. Histological examination showed 27 cases of seminoma, 7 cases of embryonal carcinoma, 6 cases of teratoma, 3 cases of lymphoma, 1 case of spermatocytic seminoma and 1 case of sarcoma. Patient self-examination is extremely helpful for an earlier diagnosis. Ultrasonography and CT are invaluable in the diagnosis and staging of testicular cancer. Playing key roles in the diagnosis and prognosis of testicular cancer, tumour markers should be routinely examined.